
March 21, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Vice Chair Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Redland 

was absent.    

Vice Chair Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion, 

and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 5th meeting as 

submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Vice Chair Hall shared correspondence received since the last board meeting.   

A/T Hanson brought forward an application from Turn In Poachers (T.I.P.) Ottertail to Conduct Off-Site 

Gambling in conjunction with the event hosted by Moving Flom Forward on April 5th at the Flom 

Community Center.  A/T Hanson noted that the application had been signed by Todd Manthe, Chairman 

of Flom Township, and the organization was seeking county approval.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the application from T.I.P. Ottertail.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:23 a.m. Garry Johanson, Emergency Management Director, addressed the board with a report on 

the Emergency Management meeting in St. Paul on Wednesday, March 13th.  Garry stated that he and 

Commissioner Bommersbach had testified before the Public Safety Committee requesting an additional 

$30,000 per county, tribal nations and cities of the first class for Emergency Management in 2020 and 

beyond.  

The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the spring flood outlook in the Red River and Devils Lake 

Basin.  Garry noted that he had attended a meeting with Sheriff Thornton on March 20th at Moorhead 

which included the National Guard, Red Cross, Salvation Army, and National Weather Service.   

Mr. Johanson also noted that he held a meeting with the City of Ada, Mayor and administration, on 

March 12th with regard to possible flood issues.  Garry stated that he feels the county has adequate 

resources to provide 100,000 sand bags, sand and also has the sand bagging machine.  Mr. Johanson 

distributed a copy of M.S. 12.29 Declaration of Local Emergency.  Mr. Johanson then provided the board 

with a Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-

03-21-2019-1, a Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency, due to potential spring flooding.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Norman County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

Vice Chair Hall called for a short break.  

At 10:00 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented her agenda to the board.  She started by 

relaying that the paving projects are being held up in St Paul due to Federal funding in conjunction with 

the projects.  These are the County 38 project south of Hwy 113 and the County 36 project from Hwy 

200 north to the county line.  Ms. Swenson also noted that they are close to seeking advertising for the 

CSAH 54 – Phase II project in the south industrial park in Ada.  Jerilyn also noted that they will have bid 

opening on April 1st for the Shelly project on CSAH 3.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, provided the board with information on purchasing a 

new motor grader.  He had information on 4 Caterpillar models and 4 John Deere models through the 

state bid program.  Bob recommended the purchase of a 2019 John Deere 770G AWD with a purchase 

price of $222,899.09; this price includes the $70,000 trade in allowance for the 2003 Caterpillar 140H.  

After considerable discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to purchase the 2019 John 

Deere 770G AWD road grader.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this point we back tracked to address the need for a resolution with regard to the T.I.P. Ottertail 

application for Off-Site Gambling.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR-03-21-

2019-2, a Resolution to Conduct Off-Site Gambling—Turn In Poachers-Ottertail.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy 

of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   



Vice Chair Hall asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills, Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $27,262.49   Road & Bridge - $32,942.68 Public Health - $5,960.44 

Solid Waste – $11,000.00  County Homes - $1,291.27 Airport Authority - $640.00 

TOTAL - $79,096.88 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

At 10:30 a.m.  The board considered the two application letters received for the two vacancies to the 

Wild Rice Watershed Board of Managers that would be created by term expiration of Curt Johannsen 

and Michael Christensen.  Vice Chair read the letters received from Mr. Johannsen and Mr. Christensen 

stating that they would be willing to serve as managers on the Wild Rice Watershed Board for another 

term.  Both gentlemen were unable to attend the meeting as they were attending the Red River 

Watershed Management Board Conference in Moorhead.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to re-

appoint Curt Johannsen and Michael Christensen of Norman County to another term on the Wild Rice 

Watershed Board of Managers.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

At 10:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, updated the board on the anticipated land purchase from 

the City of Ada to adjoin the current Highway Dept property.  James stated that the city attorney will 

hopefully get the deed to him next week.  He has the packet ready to send to the State of MN, and once 

the State has received the request, he hopes to have word back from the State in 90 days.   

Attorney Brue also noted that he would be attending training in Bemidji on March 22nd.   

At 10:45 a.m. Karie Kirschbaum and John Hintz representing the Norman County EDA addressed the 

board.  They noted that on April 11th at the Ada Event Center there would be a presentation on the 

“Making It Home” program in conjunction with the University of Minnesota.  They also addressed the 

board with regard to a Rural Business Development Grant application through the USDA.  The EDA 

would like to apply for this competitive grant and asked the county board to consider granting the EDA 

additional funds in the amount of $12,500 as match funds in the application process.  After much 

discussion regarding this request, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR-03-21-2019-

3, a Resolution to Authorize the Norman County Economic Development Authority to submit an 

application for the Rural Business Development Grant through the USDA.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were three yeas and one nay, that coming from 

Commissioner Jacobson.  The resolution was adopted on a 3-1 vote.  A copy of the resolution is on file in 

the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

Commissioner Gunderson then made a motion to authorize an additional appropriation of $12,500 to 

the Norman County EDA if they are successful in receiving the grant from the USDA.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then brought forward that the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

would like to congratulate the Ada-Borup-West girls and boys basketball teams on their successful 

seasons and participation in the MN Class A State Basketball Tournaments.   

Vice Chair Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.     
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